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Vocabulary

Use a word from the box to answer each question. Then use the 
word in a sentence.

1. What is another word for spoken in a very soft voice?  

 

2. What are the pictures taken by a camera?  

 

3. What word might describe a chance for good things to happen? 

 

4. What is another word for a short amount of time?  

 

5. What word might describe something that is worth a lot of money?

  

6. What is another word for looked at something closely?  

 

7. What word might describe that you got to where you were going?

 

8. What is another word for came to a new country?  

 

arrived whispered photographs immigrated

inspected moment valuable opportunity
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Comprehension and Fluency

Read the passage. Use the make, confirm, and revise predictions 
strategy to find clues to support predictions.

A Dream to the West
Lan was eight years old in 1849. Life at home in China was tough, 

and Yao, Lan’s father, worked hard to put food on the table and make 
a good life for his family.

Good news from the West gave hope. Word had spread that 
people were getting rich finding gold in America, and Yao knew 
that it was time to try for a better life. He made the trip by 
himself at first. But after a few months, with a loan from family, 
Lan and her mother were joining him.

Lan was as white as a ghost. “I’m scared, Mommy,” she said. 
“I only know my friends and family here in China, and I don’t 
even speak English.”

“You’ll settle in,” her mom said. “Daddy will welcome us.”

The Golden Mountain

“Daddy!” Lan came running to her father and gave him a big hug. 
They took a long wagon trip in from the port in California to 

where gold was being found.
“Are they really finding gold here?” Lan asked along the way.
“Some people have struck it rich!” Yao said. “They call the 

area ‘Gold Mountain.’”
The Gold Rush swept across America like wildfire when gold 

was found in 1848. Now people from other cou ntries immigrated.
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“And what about our family in China?” she asked. “I’m going 
to miss them.”

“I will send them money from my pay,” he said. “Maybe one 
day they can join us here.”

Many others did not have the money to send for their families. 
Lan knew she was lucky.

A New Life

Yao lived in a community with 
other Chinese people. When they 
arrived, Lan met Yao’s friend, 
Chen, and Chen’s daughter, Li. 
They walked around the village and 
talked.

“This is where we live and eat,” 
Li said pointing. “And here is where 
we gather to talk.”

Lan inspected the area. “Wow, 
I didn’t know this many Chinese 
people lived here. They even speak 
Chinese!”

“Yes, we have built a nice place to live,” Yao said.
“But where is the mine that you work in, Daddy?” she asked.
“I don’t work as a miner anymore, Lan,” he said. “The hours 

were long, and we were not finding any gold. I now work as 
a shoemaker.”

Lan knew life would not be the same, but she had hope. She 
looked around. The future was as open as the land.

“I’m just happy we’re together,” Lan said.

The discovery of gold gave hope 
to many immigrants.
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Comprehension: Theme and Fluency

A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.

1. What is one important detail about Lan’s family in paragraph 2?

  

  

2. What is an important detail about Yao under the heading 
A New Life?

  

  

3. What is the theme of this passage?

  

  

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to rate. 
Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read –
Number of 

Errors =
Words Correct 

Score

First Read – =

Second Read – =C
o
p
yr

ig
ht

 ©
 M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill
 E

d
uc

a
ti

o
n



Name

40 Phonics/Spelling • Grade 3 • Unit 2 • Week 2

Spelling: Long e

heel free freeze bean clean
week green seal speaks cream
creek street weak team fi eld

A. Write the spelling word that matches each defi nition below. 

 1. seven days 

 2. a kind of stream or small river 

 3. the opposite of dirty 

 4. a type of vegetable 

 5. the opposite of strong 

B. Write the spelling word that best completes each sentence.

 6. He hurt his  on a sharp stone.

 7. Every Monday you can skate for  at the ice rink.

 8. We bought  paint for the fence.

 9. We watched the school band march down the .

 10. We can  water to make ice cubes.

 11. I like to watch the baby  play in the pool.

 12. When the coach , we must listen.

 13. We sent letters to the coach of our favorite .

 14. I put milk, butter, eggs, and  on my grocery list.

 15. We like to play softball in the open  near my house.
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Spelling: Long e

A. There are six spelling mistakes in the paragraphs below. Underline 
each misspelled word. Write the words correctly on the lines.

Sam liked helping Pa plow the feeld to grow corn and grean peas. But 
Sam liked to have fun, too. After a weak of helping out, Sam decided to go 
fi shing.

He started down to the creak with his fi shing pole. As he walked down 
the streat that led away from town, he saw President Abraham Lincoln. The 
president was talking to a crowd of people. He said that everybody should be 
frea. Sam never forgot that special day.

  1.  4. 

 2.  5. 

 3.  6. 

Writing Activity

B. Write a story about meeting someone famous. Use at least 
four spelling words in your story.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Read the passage.  Use the reread strategy to make sure you 
understand the text.

The Sound of Elephants
A Love of Sounds

Katy Payne loves to listen to all kinds of sounds. She loves to 
listen to music, of course. But mostly, she listens to animals. And 
she has spent most of her life doing it. By listening to them she 
has helped them live on.

Katy first studied whales and the wonderful sounds they make 
under the water. Some people call them “whale songs.” They 
sound like strange music. Katy knew that elephants were like 
whales in some ways. They were both large creatures. And they 
both cared for their young. Katy wanted to study elephants, too.

Hidden Sounds

Katy went to a zoo to see and hear the elephants. She watched 
and listened. She liked to hear the sounds they made. There were 
loud sounds and soft sounds. They hummed and made trumpet 
sounds. The sounds made Katy think of whale songs. She knew 
that whales sometimes made sounds that she could not hear. That 
gave Katy a great idea. What if elephants make hidden sounds 
too? She went to find out.
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First, Katy taped the sounds of elephants. Then she took the 
tapes to a lab. She used a computer to make pictures of the sound 
waves. The pictures showed sounds that Katy could not hear. 
The elephants were making hidden sounds! No one had ever 
seen hidden sounds from elephants. Katy had found something 
special.

Helping by Hearing

Katy became 
worried about 
elephants. People 
and elephants do 
not always live 
well near each 
other. Sometimes 
elephants eat 
people’s crops, and 
people get a ngr y. 
Sometimes careless people build homes on land that elephants 
use. It is hard for these elephants to survive. Katy wanted the two 
to be able to live near each other.

Katy started a project with some friends. They listen to the 
sounds of elephants to get to know them better. This helps people 
know more. They are hopeful that the more people understand 
elephants, the more they will want to help.  

Katy also uses the sounds to count the elephants. She has 
found that there are fewer now than there used to be. Some 
people have heard about this. They have started helpful projects 
of their own. Now more people are helping elephants. And it’s all 
because of good people like Katy Payne!

Elephants live in the wild in Africa and Asia.
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Name

Comprehension: Author’s Point of View and Fluency

A. Reread the passage and answer the questions. 

1. How does the author feel about Katy Payne’s idea in paragraph 
three?

  

  

2. How does the author feel about Katy’s discovery that elephants 
were making hidden sounds? 

  

  

  

3. What is the author’s point of view about Katy?

  

  

  

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to rate. 
Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read –
Number of 

Errors =
Words Correct 

Score

First Read – =

Second Read – =
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Grammar: Proofread

Rewrite each sentence. Add commas in the correct places. Combine 
sentences that share the same subject nouns or predicate nouns.

1. Our teacher read the stories. Our teacher read the poems.

2. My grandmother moved to 68 Palm Court Sunnydale Florida. 

3. Mrs. Stamps thank you for visiting our school today.

4. James likes to draw spaceships. James likes to draw robots.

5. The fi rst time our town had a parade was July 4 1892.

• Use a comma between the day and year in a date.

• Use a comma between the names of a city or town and a state and 
between the names of a street address, a town, and a state.

• Use commas to separate three or more words in a series. Do not 
use a comma after the last word.

• Use a comma after the name of a person being spoken to and after 
words such as yes and no when beginning a sentence.
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View

What Can You Do?
Let’s watch one of our favorite television shows. Then we can answer the 
questions below to fi gure out the writer’s point of view.

Clues: 

Who is the main character? 

What does the main character do? 

What are some important things the main character says? 

How does the main character treat other the characters in
the show? 

How do the other characters feel about the main character? 

Author’s Point of View

What do you think the writer of this show wanted the viewers 
to believe?  

45Unit 2 • Week 4
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Comprehension: Theme

Coming to a New Country
Let’s read the story. Then we can fi ll in the chart to fi gure out the theme, 
or message the author wants us to know.

Long ago people began moving 
to America from countries all around 
the world. People still move to America 
today. 

People want to come to the United 
States for many different reasons. Some 
come to fi nd new jobs. Some want to go 
to school in America. Others come here 
to be with their families.

Immigrants who come to America do 
not only get things they need. They also 
give a great deal to the United States. 
They bring their customs, share their 
talents, and work hard to build strong 
families and communities.

Clue: 

Clue:

Theme:

Answers:

Clue: Immigrants come to fi nd new jobs or go to school.
Clue: Immigrants share their customs and talents.
Theme: Immigrants are an important part of America.
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The Big Rush In 
A huge influx of immigrants arrived from Europe between 1880&1920. Many 
were drawn to the New World in hopes of a better life. Close to 23 million 
arrived and greeted by the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor. Once in 
New York, they had to endure the processing that followed on Ellis Island. 
Immigration slowed with the onset of WWI. 

The next big influx of immigration occurred in the 1960’s and for the first time 
in America’s history, the immigrants were not of European descent. Rather, 
immigrants arrived from Asia, Mexico, Central America, Africa, and South 
America. 

1. Many Europeans _______________________ to the United States between 18801920. 

 

2. Many immigrants came to the New World for a vacation. True False 

 

3. How many immigrants arrived during this time? 

A. 23 thousand  B. 23 hundred  C. 23 million  D. none of these 

 

4. Upon their arrival in New York, what were immigrants greeted by 

A. Empire State Building B. Statue of Liberty C. Battery Park D. Central Park 

 

5. WWII ________________ down the influx of immigration. 

6. During the __________ immigration increased again. 

A. 1880’s  B. 1960’s  C. 1920’s  D. none of these 

 

7. European immigrants were once again the main immigrants during the 1960’s.  

True False 

8. Identify at least three groups of immigrants during the 1960’s. 

______________________ ______________________ ______________________ 
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Statue of Liberty 
The first sight often viewed by the immigrants arriving in New York Harbor 
was the Statue of Liberty. The statue, created by Auguste Bartholdi, was 
a gift from France to the United States in 1884. Still today, the statue 
remains a symbol of freedom and prospect. Many pictures depict 
immigrants pointing and gaping as they approach their new home. At 
the statues pedestal is a plaque that has the inscription of Emma 
Lazarus’ poem “The New Colossus.” The poem, composed in 1883, was 
read aloud that same year at a Statue of Liberty fund raising event. 

 

1. Immigrants to America arrived in ________________ Harbor. 

2. What was one of the first sights the immigrants saw? 

A. Empire State Building B. Battery Park C. Statue of Liberty D. 
skyscrapers 

 

3. The Statue of Liberty was a gift from France. True False 

 

4. What does the Statue of Liberty stand for? 

A. freedom  B. opportunity  C. A & B  D. none of these 

5. The term poem can be replaced by 

A. sonnet  B. essay   C. novel  D. all of these 

 

6. Emma Lazarus wrote the poem in _____________. 

 

7. The poem was _________________ at a fundraising event in 1883. 

 

8. The poem was read aloud on the top of the Empire State Building. True False 
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1870 Minnesota 
Toward the late 1800’s many immigrants 
arrived in Minnesota from Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, and Denmark. This new influx of 
immigrants arrived and settled in as farmers, 
despite the harsh natural elements. One 
young Norwegian immigrant by the name of 
Andreas Ueland wrote of his experiences in a 
book called As a Newcomer. Revealed in the story are his dreams of coming to 
America and having America fever.  

Many immigrants used this term to describe their feelings about arrival in America. 
Despite the vicious discrimination endured by many immigrants, Ueland’s story reveals 
the real and present hopefulness and eagerness exhibited by many immigrants. 

 

1. Many immigrants arrived from Sweden and Norway during the late 1800’s. True False 

2. Immigrants from ____________ also arrived during 

 

3. this time and settled in ____________________. 

 

4. What was the environment like in Minnesota? 

A. kind  B. harsh  C. mild  D. none of these 

5. Andreas Ueland was a Swedish immigrant. True False 

 

6. What was the title of Ueland’s book? _____________________________ 

 

7. America fever was a term used to describe feelings immigrants had about arriving in 
the U.S. 

True False 

8. Immigrants were filled with ___________ and eagerness toward a better life. 
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Potato Famine 
More Irish immigrants arrived in America between 1815 and 1860 than 
any other European culture. Protestant Great Britain ruled over Ireland 
at the time. Many protestant landlords treated their Roman Catholic 
tenants poorly. Sometimes wages would be withheld, other times the 
tenants would simply be evicted. Much discourse existed between 
these two groups. It was this unfair and often harsh treatment that 
caused the immigration of thousands of Irish to America. 

The potato was an important crop in Ireland. So important that 1.5 million people 
depended solely on the potato. Close to 3 million were considered close to being 
depended on it. Most of these individuals were farmers and laborers. An unthinkable 
event then occurred. Fields of potatoes became inedible when a fungus, called the 
potato blight, spread all the way from the eastern United States to Ireland. What 
resulted was famine and death for many. Others tried to escape this fate by 
immigrating to America. 

1. What was the largest group to immigrate to America? 

A. Irish  B. German  C. French  D. Italian 

2. Who ruled Ireland during the 1800’s? 

A. France B. Italy C. Great Britain D. none of these 

3. Many landlords were fair and kind to their tenants. True False 

4. What word could be substituted for discourse? 

A. tension B. stress C. strain D. all of these 

5. Continued and harsh treatment by _____________ caused many 

6. Irish individuals to immigrate to America. True False 

7. What happened to the potato crop? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. The famine caused 

A. death B. immigration C. hunger D. all of these 
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Census 
In the United States a census is collected gathering data about 
the population of the country. This is completed every ten 
years. This census provides only a ballpark figure of the number 
of people living in the U.S. Illegal immigration exists and this can 
skew the outcome of the census. Additionally, the census 
doesn’t reveal the purpose of a person’s immigration here. 
However, through the census, much can be learned about the 
various cultures that help shape the nation. 

1. The United States collects ___________________ about the people living in the country 
through a census. 

 

2. A census is completed every 10 years in the United States. True False 

 

3. The United States census is taken every ___________ years. 

 

4. The census provides an exact number of people living in the U.S. True False 

 

5. Why might the census provide only a ballpark figure? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What does the expression “ballpark figure” mean? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What can be learned through the census? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. When was the last U.S. census conducted? ______________________________ 



UNIT 3   Settlers and Immigrants Come

Read old newspapers to learn more about
newcomers to your community. 

1. When did the first settlers or immigrants arrive in your
community?

2. In what ways did the population of your community
change since your town or city was founded?

3. How did you learn about your community's population?
Explain the steps you took to find your sources.

4. Critical Thinking: Synthesize How did the arrival of
immigrants change your community?

My Community Handbook
Copyright © Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved. Use with Communities, pp. 192–193

Name Date 

Find Out 














